Lesson Sixteen: Lfie Siif Lypes ofVer6 Lorm I 


PRINCIPLE ONE 

Lesson Three illustrated as a model pattern for the active voice of the 
past tense verb. This is only one of several possible patterns. Some patterns 
involve voweling the base letters alone while others involve adding 
designated non-base letters . 35 Patterns containing the base letters alone 
(i.e., without additional letters) are classified as verb form I. The active 
voice of the past tense of verb form I has three possible voweling patterns: 

1) ja 

2) ja 

3) Jii 

Note that the fa ( <-$ ) and lam ( J ) positions are always voweled with a 
fathah ( ); however, the voweling of the Pin ( ? ) position varies. 

PRINCIPLE TWO 

A given three-letter base, with rare exception, uses only one of these 
three form I active voice past tense patterns. For example, the base letters 
f° h ear ) use the pattern to form (he heard). On the other 
hand, the base letters ^ (to be noble) use the pattern to form 
(he was noble). The particular pattern used by any given set of base letters 
must be memorized. 

PRINCIPLE THREE 

The passive voice of the past tense of verb form I always uses the pattern 
This pattern was covered in Lesson Three . 


35 


Verb forms that involve the addition of non-base letters are not covered in this volume. 
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PRINCIPLE FOUR 

All patterns of the past tense verb, whether active or passive voice, are 
conjugated using the suffixes illustrated in Lesson Three ( table 3.2). When 
conjugating each of the three active voice past tense patterns of verb for?n I, 
the Pin ( 9 ) position retains its particular voweling ( table 16. 1). 

PRINCIPLE FIVE 

i o 

Lesson Lour illustrated JMi as a model pattern for the active voice of the 
present tense verb. This is only one of several possible patterns. The present 
tense always begins with one of the following four letters: ham^a’ ( ' ), ta 
( ^ ), and nun ( 0 ). In verb form I, this prefixed letter is always 

voweled with a fathah ( ). However the voweling of the Pin ( f ) 

position varies. Thus the active voice of the present tense of verb form I has 
three possible patterns: 

1 ) 

2) J^d 

3 ) 

PRINCIPLE SIX 

The passive voice of the present tense of verb form I always takes the pattern 

f o j 

J This pattern was covered in Lesson Lour. 
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TABLE 16.1 


VERB FORM I ON THE PATTERN OF 


PERSON 

GENDER 

PLURALITY 

BASE 


SUFFIX 


ACTIVE 

VOICE 

3rd 

Masculine 

Singular 






3rd 

Masculine 

Dual 


+ 

1 

o 

*>Ui 

3rd 

Masculine 

Plural 


+ 

0 

o 

\°j*i 

3rd 

Feminine 

Singular 


+ 

0 

o 

o 


3rd 

Feminine 

Dual 


+ 

IJ 


llLstS 

3rd 

Feminine 

Plural 


+ 

j 


0 X 

u A* 

2nd 

Masculine 

Singular 


+ 

o 


0 x 

C— 

2nd 

Masculine 

Dual 


+ 

\A 


LojJLsts 

2nd 

Masculine 

Plural 


+ 

o 2 

A 


° A ' 

2nd 

Feminine 

Singular 


+ 

o 

o 

0 X 

2nd 

Feminine 

Dual 


+ 

Cj 

o 

Lojd^ 

2nd 

Feminine 

Plural 


+ 

£ 

J 

o 

$ A ' 

1st 

Masculine and 
Feminine 

Singular 


+ 

o 



1st 

Masculine and 
Feminine 

Plural 


+ 

u 


uLi 
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PRINCIPLE SEVEN 

All patterns of the present tense verb, whether active or passive voice, are 
conjugated using the suffixes illustrated in Lesson Lour ( table 4.2). When 
conjugating each of the three active voice present tense patterns, the Pin 
( f ) position always retains its particular voweling ( table 16.2). This 
holds true for the states of nasb (i- w aj) and japti (fifir), and with the 
active voice conjugations of the emphatic, the command, and the prohibition. 

* ° S 

The passive voice always uses the pattern J*a>. The fathah on the Pin 
( f ) position is retained in the states of nasb (c J Ui) and jaspn (pyr), and 
with the passive voice conjugations of the emphatic, the command, and the 
prohibition. The appendices include complete conjugations of the base 
letters Jfi {to strike) as illustrative models. 

PRINCIPLE EIGHT 

Each set of base letters uses only one of the three active voice past tense 
patterns and one of the three active voice present tense patterns. For 
example, the base letters <p~ j~ Jfi use the pattern for the active 

Ji o 

voice past tense and for the active voice present tense. Combining all 
variations allowed for the voweling of the Pin {?) position in both the 
active past and active present tense results in nine combinations (figure 16.1). 
However, in practice, only six of these combinations are used. These are 
called the six types of verb form I. 
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TABLE 16.2 

> 0 

VERB FORM I ON THE PATTERN OF 


PERSON/GENDER/PLURALITY 

PREFIX 


PAST 


SUFFIX 


ACTIVE 

VOICE 

3rd 

Masculine 

Singular 


+ 




>=> 

2 o 

cM; 

3rd 

Masculine 

Dual 

cS 

+ 


+ 

o\ 

o 

X 0 

3rd 

Masculine 

Plural 


+ 


+ 

0 

jj 

o 

x © * 0 

OpXAJ 

3rd 

Feminine 

Singular 

o 

+ 




i=> 

2 o 

3rd 

Feminine 

Dual 

o 

+ 


+ 

j' 

o 

x 0 

3rd 

Feminine 

Plural 

cS 

+ 


+ 

j 

i=> 

0 0 

W- 

2nd 

Masculine 

Singular 

o 

+ 




o 

2 o 

2nd 

Masculine 

Dual 

o 

+ 


+ 

j' 

■=> 

X 0 

2nd 

Masculine 

Plural 

o 

+ 


+ 

0 

jj 

o 

' o * 0 

j jlxjtj 

2nd 

Feminine 

Singular 

o 

+ 


+ 

^ 0 

ui 

o 


2nd 

Feminine 

Dual 

o 

+ 


+ 

o\ 


X 0 

2nd 

Feminine 

Plural 

o 

+ 


+ 

j 

■=> 

0 0 

1st 

Masculine and 
Feminine 

Singular 

£ 

\ 

+ 




O 

\<A 


Masculine and 
Feminine 

Plural 

j 

+ 




O 

* 0 
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Exists 

J 

0 

f*j2j 

J 


Exists 

* 

J 

0 


Exists 

* 

J 

Jl 9 ,/ 

J 


Exists 

> 0 


Exists 

* 

J 

0 

J 


Does not exist 



Does not exist 

J! 0 

J 


Does not exist 

* 

J 

0 

J 


Exists 


J 



FIGURE 16.1 


COMBINATIONS OF ACTIVE VOICE VERB FORM I PATTERNS 
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PRINCIPLE NINE 

Table 16.3 provides sample verbs for each of the six types of verb form I. 
The first line includes the active voice (third person masculine) of the 
past and present tense verbs, the active masdar? 6 and the active participle. The 
second line includes the passive voice (third person masculine) of the 
past and present tense verbs, the passive masdar, and the passive participle. The 
third line includes the command and the prohibition. The fourth line 
includes the noun of time and place and the noun of usage. Finally, the fifth 
line includes the masculine and feminine forms of the superlative noun. 
This complete model is illustrated in figure 16.2. 

PRINCIPLE TEN 

Verb form I, type E (? £ ) differs from the other types in two ways. First, 
its active participle is formed on the pattern Second, it forms neither 
passive voice verbs nor a passive participle. All verbs that follow the 
pattern of & differ from the other types in these two ways. 

ESSENTIAL NOTE 

Each type of verb form I presented in table 16.3 must be memorized and 
completely conjugated. For example, ffii and should be conjugated 

t } os 

through the past tense conjugations illustrated in Lesson Three while 

o 

Jl ^ 5 Jl 4 s Os 

and should be conjugated in the states of rafa’ (*®j), nasb (*~wa i), and 
jasgn (pfi r) as illustrated in Lessons Four, Six, and Seven. Similarly, practice 
in conjugating the emphatic, the command, the prohibition, and all noun 
forms is required. The appendices include complete conjugations of the 
base letters y Jfi (to strike) as illustrative models. 


36 The masdar represents the verbal noun of the base letters, usually translated as a gerund 
ending in “ing” or “ion.” For example, from (to help), means, “helping.” In 

order to preserve the rhyme of the model, the masdar is presented in the state of nasb 
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a* / / ^ ^ 

0 x 

fi * Os 

XX X 

j ^ ji* 

37 | 


2J 

The active participle is, “a helper” 

Helping 

He helps 

He helped 


0 f Os s f # 


f ' of 

X f 

yf 2-i 

The passive participle is, 

“he who was helped” 

Being helped 

He is being 

helped 

He was helped 


Of O' vt f°' f 0 6. X 

y MS' J 

of o'* fo f 0 £' 

y+ 2JI 

And the prohibition for this form is, “Don’t help.” 

The command for this form is, “Help!” 


*^Ha Ha ifol j 

* X Ox to ^ ' 0 f if 

y&dS MS L—2 Jf2. J) 

And the noun of usage is, “a tool used for helping.” 

The noun of time and place is, 

“a place or time of helping.” 


2 . o 

o xo f fo . Six f . X 

(_£ y^j Ms Cj jxoJi j 

Ha 

The feminine superlative noun is “a female who helps more 

The superlative noun is 

(or most).” 

“one who helps more (or most).” 


FIGURE 16.2 

ILLUSTRATING THE MODEL FOR THE VERB FORMS 


37 See footnote 36. 
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TABLE 16.3 

THE SIX TYPES OF VERB FORM I 


lS . / / Jl ^ ^ fl s S S oy y y y 


FORJVI I, TYPE A 

jfP J-fri 1 j^2J J^2 j 


On the pattern of 

* a, f ° ' l 


\’.f \ 'fa 

Jf^ 2y_a j^2-J j‘P 1 


The past tense (^jAsUJl) 

. S y y 


has a fathah on the Pin 

° * °c M * a ' * ° -i, - ° * ?, *° * ° e i, 

y^J y A_LP ^i)l J jV 2Jl A^>> 


position and the present 

> y * y 


tense (^jUaJI) has a 

0 -*» -|\ti ' °' So * ■ 0 t. if 

y/2Js AJLa AJY' J yP^js A_L* i 3 ^laJI 


dammah on the Pin 

-y 0 ^ .S 0 y- 


position 

O^OJI^O . K*' ^ ti "" * " ?f *° i 0 . . ‘"t 1 i-'.f 

(_£ 2J 4_La jy»JI J j^2Jl AJL* l ■ -p oTI) L*3| 





j~pj , He helped 

. 0 y y Q Q y Q fl y y y y 


FORM I, TYPE B 

v> .s* s s , a s ' * o ' s s SS' 

UjW5 J-f® H ^y/3 U t_y> yP 


On the pattern of 

S o S o t s s } ' * a ' , * sals S' 


^0 ✓ y 

1 »a i \ lia 
' ij *** 

^PjyPS yfri L) jfs ^P yA 2J t_y> jy/3 


The past tense (^jAsUSl) 



has a fathah on the Pin 

V y A^p v JV5I <Uy* yi 1 


position and the present 

> y 5- y 


tense (^jUaiJl) has a 

* '°, so „ir tl ' ■* o s so s •=>(.(, 

t_-> yPP AJL* AJ j/ 1 j yPJ> AJLa l_-® ^ls2Jl 


kasrah on the Pin 

„ „ - S y'-® „ < „ Oy^O^ 


position 

o ,0 S' So i, S . , S SO' * S o ,o . .£. ,y 

^ 1 yP AyLa oj jy*J) J 1 > yP\ AyLa ■ .p o . )l 





^ yiP , He struck 



FORM I, TYPE C 

* ' s' .* 0 ' s s 0 , , y 

‘KS lyy^ y f' 


On the pattern of 

iS 0 S 0 y y^f s^oy ^yo ^y S 


t mil t \ |«A 

y' jyjyw^ J a L^yjyyO ^yQyyyO ^-0^1 


The past tense (^j^UJl) 



has a kasrah on the Pin 

0 " 0 ; M J, °" * 0 *t, - 0 - 0 i J, ° •* 0 ( f r 

^-0-^0 ^ AJLP J A_La jy« ^ 1 


position and the present 

S y * y 


tense (^jUaiJl) has a 

y 0 >0 _,-. y i« y o y )l ) • • |, if 

AJLa AJ^I J ^y»^ya A_La ^JaJI 


fathah on the Pin 



position 

0 y ° •* . ?y Ji ., y ; y o f ^ a i» , . *., i " . f 

^gJlyxyy*' AJLa oj jyaJt J ^oyy»t AJLa ■ -p o . )l JjtSI 





^a-* 1 , He heard 
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* -( • " * • U »• * ' '• 

j g i 


0 '' 0 f 

# of,' ' f . . ^ 0. f '.S' 

?■- fkO' j g i ^3 


gj* V & J £3[ X ySl\ 

0 f ' 0 & ' 

* '. *° „ r ., -- * ' *° * • o i. if 

^tlfl^a aU^a 4J j I J £tl(La 4_La i i jp2J\ 

S S y 0 0' 0 , f 0 ' 

0 " 3,0 f* * I, - * '.f *0 |» . .% \'.f 

^>t^5 4JLa j^a J) J £tXSI 4JL* ^J../Jfl.)l JjtSI 


FORM I, TYPE D 
On the pattern of 

> o ✓ 

4 \ lj*$ 

x (J *** 

The past tense (^UJi) 
has a fathah on the ‘ain 
position and the present 
tense has a 

fathah on the ‘ain 
position 


£ii , He 


i*o ^ o ^ f f s' ' ' * 

<*■? Xh f>- fj 5 
V aIp f p^]\ j ^T' £ 

XX x ifyi j x ^>jf 
XX x liX°' j fX' X jx^' J^' 


FORM I, TYPE E 
On the pattern of 

X.; \ 

The past tense (^UJl) 
has a dammah on the 
‘ ain position and the 
present tense (^jCaX h) 
has a dammah on the 
‘ ain position 

& , He was noble 


1 * .'' S , . J*. ' ' .to ' f 0 


’* 0 * 0 - - * . ^ ^ 


j g g uL»> j L_ 

0 0 ; vt ^ •* 0 - 0 0 , >° ° 

^ ^X' j y y^> 

fa -* • a f. if 

J 4_La i i jjoJ\ 

X cJX' j X-X X jx^' X' 


18 ^ ° " J8 J 


FORiVI I, TYPE F 
On the pattern of 

J> o ✓ 

1 *fl4 \ 

jr« jr 

The past tense (^UJi) 

has a kasrah on the ‘ ain 
position and the present 
tense has a 

kasrah on the ‘ ain 
position 

> — , He considered 


38 Some verbs have multiple masdars. In the case of 1 »- — two are common and both are 
included above. 





